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The Foundation for Animal Law, Ethics and Sciences (LFDA) is a state-
approved French organization which brings together legal experts,
philosophers, sociologists, medical doctors, veterinarians, zoologists,
neurobiologists and ethologists to develop, realize and promote studies
and research, teaching and pluridisciplinary trainings, all geared towards
LA FONDATION alleviating the pressure of humans on animals. The organization works to
DROIT ANIMAL publicize, enforce, improve and expand national and international
ETHIQUE & SCIENCES legislations and regulations aimed at assuring the well-being of animals
living under the control of man and preserving free animal species, on the basis of a rigorous
scientific and ethical argumentation.

The Foundation for Animal Law, Ethics and Sciences is completely independent financially. Its
resources come exclusively from donations by private individuals.

To contact us

La Fondation Droit Animal,
Ethique et Sciences
39, rue Claude Bernard, 75005, Paris

() +33(0) 1 47 07 98 99

@ contact@fondation-droit-animal.org
@ www.fondation-droit-animal.org

Under the patronage of the French National Commission for UNESCO (FNCU)
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i The French National Commission for UNESCO (FNCU) is
—_ the interface between France and UNESCO. The FNCU is in

N[” I charge of strengthening French influence, intellectual and
), o programmatic, at UNESCO, and promoting UNESCO'’s role
——— and values to French society. It involves civil society, non-

. Notr_ganizati_on . zoulslgpatrqnage governmental organisations, networks of experts, and gathers
Cpour Iéducation, . nationale francaise SCiENists, researchers and intellectuals to support UNESCO's

la science et la culture , pour 'TUNESCO projects and programmes.

The FNCU was reorganized in 2014 and its governance was simplified, its activities are very varied.
It leads the network of 33 UNESCO chairs and manages the network of 180 associated schools.
It organizes international conferences, contributes its expertise to the works of UNESCO and in
particular to the major Heritage Conventions.

To contact us

The French National Commission for UNESCO (FNCU)
7 place Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, France
1 rue Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 15, France

(D) +33 (0)1 4568 10 00
(' www.unesco.org
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ANIMAL WELFARE IN CENTRAL AND
SOUTH AMERICA: WHAT IS GOING ON?
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Pr Carla FORTE MAIOLINO MOLENTO, veterinarian, professor of animal welfare,
Animal Welfare Laboratory, Federal University of Parana, Brazil.

Ana Paula DE OLIVEIRA SOUZA, veterinarian, PhD candidate, Animal Welfare Laboratory,

Federal University of Parana, Brazil.

Luana OLIVIERA LEITE, veterinarian, MSc candidate, Animal Welfare Laboratory,

Federal University of Parana, Brazil.

Our am was to study animal welfare (AW)
policies and initiatives in Central and South Ame-
rica. Our main method was a questionnaire sent
to specialists in 20 countries; Argentina, Chile,
Colombia, Ecuador, Suriname and Venezuela res-
ponded, and we added Brazilian data. Respon-
ding countries represent 85.5% of cattle, 81.4%
pigs and 77.3% poultry production; perceptions
expressed may be restricted due to potentially
limited AW teaching in these two continents.
Brazil, Chile and Colombia maintain animal pro-
tection, transport and slaughter regulations. Even
then, respondents from five countries considered
animal transport and slaughter as priorities to be
addressed, suggesting the need for better regula-
tions and enforcement mechanisms. Farmer edu-
cational level seems an important issue since ele-
mentary education was the most common level
mentioned. Other characteristics with negative
impacts on AW are discussed, such as inaccu-
rate AW information on animal product labeling.
Availability of higher welfare products is also a
field to be explored. Initiatives to improve animal
handling were cited by all. Governmental funding
to improve AW exists in Brazil, Chile, Colombia

and Ecuador. International trade with European
Union (EU) was mentioned by respondents from
all countries, except Ecuador; partnership with
the European Union was considered an impor-
tant way to exchange information on AW. The
adoption of European norms is common in export
slaughterhouses in Brazil and Chile. The adoption
of foreign regulations, such as certification sche-
mes and assessment protocols, requires adap-
tation to local characteristics of each country, as
reported by Brazilian and Chilean respondents.
We have also collected information on laboratory
animal use: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia
and Venezuela maintain regulations for laboratory
animals, which require institutional ethics com-
mittees.  Trends on pig and laying hen farming
and on laboratory animals are discussed. Cen-
tral and South American AW issues other than
those in farm and laboratory scenarios remain to
be studied; it was difficult to obtain information
about AW in the continental level. A structure to
constantly monitor this information and support
planned strategies to improve AW is welcome,
including AW higher education and mechanisms
for regulation enforcement.
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